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and you all are wrong in a decision in which you seem
to have been unanimous ; but with my present light
it will be very difficult for me to acquiesce in that
decision.

Yrs. sincly.

RIPON.

At the same time the Queen conveyed her views in
unambiguous terms to the Cabinet :

The Queen to Earl Granville

BALMORAL, May 27, 1872,

I am commanded by the .Queen to inform you that
Her Majesty trusts that the amendments proposed by
the Senate will be considered with an anxious desire to
bring about a settlement of the question, and that the
Cabinet may find it possible to accept them.

PONSONBY.

BALMORAL CASTLE, May 29, 1872.

The intelligence contained in Lord Granville's telegram
to Lord Ripon l has been received with much regret.
There appears to be no probability that the alterations
proposed by the Cabinet in the amendments of the
Senate will be accepted by the U.S., so that an entire
failure of the negotiation seems to be imminent. Will
not such a failure now produce great irritation in the
U.S. ? The responsibility of breaking off the negotia-
tions now and destroying the Treaty of last year is
very serious. If further time is required, would it be
possible to obtain the consent of the U.S. Government
to an adjournment of the meeting of the arbitrators ? *

The Tribunal of Arbitration had been appointed to

* Telegram dated May 28, stating that the Cabinet were still unable
to accept the American amendment.

a Botix these telegrams were drafted by Ripon at the Queen's request;